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March 29, 1999

Tyler Galloway
G736 West 7Hh Street
Onverlaned Park, KS 66204

Dackets Management Branchy (HFA-305)
Foad an Drog Adminisuuation

3630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MDY 20852

Re: Docker # 98N-103R8, “Lrradigion in the Production, Processing., and THandling ol Foad”

To Whom h May Concern:
1 wonlil like to respond to gquestions posed regarding the irvadiated foods Libeling issue, Thove ist-
el the questions as posted on your website, and responded 1o cach.

(1) Does the carrent radiation disclosure stalemenl copves meaningful infovmation to conswmers in a trathful
cned swonmesteading meanner?

The curren radiation disclosure statement does convey tnnhiul and meaningful infoomation, and
is not misleading 1o consmuers, The use of the word “irradioed” or “irsdistion”, as opposed 1o
“rold pasteurization” or *elecironic pasteurization”, is especially imporin. The vwo processes are
diftfereot, and have ditferent effects on food nuatrition, shelf lite, and chemical makenyp.

(2) How do conswmers pevceive the current radiation diselosure statement—-as informational, as o wraing, or o
something else?

I believe constmers perceive the current statemeni as indormaional, but withv ominous overtones.
This is because of sociciy's pereeption of the word “radiation”, which is loosely associated with
rdioactive piterials aind nueleir energy.

(3) Dows the o ing of the cuvient yadiation discloswre stalement ceuse “inapnopiate anxiety™ among con-
vemers? What e pxamples of “inapfoopriate anxiety™?

Some Jevel of anxiety can be expected beeanse of the general public’s connotaions ol the word
“irvadited™ or “irvadiation”, ot it is not wappropricae, I tha is the mostacenvite word (o deseribe
the process, thensay other phrase or word wonld be misleading.

Exavuples of buppropriaie anxiety would include people velraiuing from conaee with all foods due
10 news of "mad cow disease”, or the reactons caused in consumers by placiug askull nud cross-

bones symbol (conumonly associated with poisons) on ircadiued food,

(1) What specifie allernate wording for a rediation diseloswre statement wonld voscvey meaningful informution
o conswmers, in oo dvathfud and nowwisleading manney, wnd in a morve acewrate ar foss threatening wey een
the cyrvent wording ?

Nowe. The curram wording is sutficiens, acovre, and Lactiad,

(51 Wanddd consvmers e misled by the absence of a vadiation discloxure statement in e labelivg of irvadiated
Joords 7 Are consumers weasted by the presence of such o statement?

Conswaners wonld definitely bhe misled by the absence of s starement. s i has been proven to have
nuritional eftects on certin foads. If the very chemical makeup of a food has heen altered, people
showld have the vighy o be informed of such chianges. Consmmers would not be misled by the pres-
ence ol such e stitement, I serves to inform them of the processes the food that s going into their
badies has undergone. I the process remains, e kibeling shonld renain,

(0) With sespect Lo fueds containing irvadiated ingredients, e consimers psted by the alisence af o vadietion
disetossre statensnt? Woudd consimers be misted by the presence of such o statement?

The swme sintion applies here as did in gaestion five. Peoaple have o right 10 know what has been
done o the Toods they eat. Granted, vinying proportions ol ircadiared ingredients will produece vary-
ing effeets within a foad product, The T vensins that some portion ol thas food product tas
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heen irradiated, and people wordd only be misted hy the absence of anirradiation statenent and

syiibol,

(7} What is the leoel of diveet ronsumer experience with ivvadicded foods thel ave labeled o such?

Reing o strict vegetnian, 1 personally never come into contaat with the Eibel and b serionsly doaby

i the vast negority of the public has ever seen the symbol/Libeling. Most people probably do pet
even know Toad irrdiation exists, This gives imore reason to clearly inform people of what is being

done 1o their foods.

(87 What is the effiet of the current weguised labeling on the use of ivvadiation? Does the cuerent sequined label-
ing disconrage the use of ivvadiation?
Not knowledgeable in this area.

() What do consuners anderstand (o be the effect of irvadialion on food ? For example, what do consimers
wnderstand about the effect of ivvadiation on the sonmbers of havmfud micvooyganisms in or an food ?

My cducated guess would be that consiners think irradiation involves subjecting food 1o a0 x-ray-
l_\']'u' particle stresan that reduees bacteria wnd other microorgmisims in the foal

(1) Do consumers weadily weeagnize the ratwa logn?

Maosi probably do not readily recognize the logo, Tam emploved as s fovmally teained graphie
desipner with four years of practical working experience, The logo ouly depicts the process i in
iconized, simplificd way, which is to be expected. A Jogo canmot tell the whole story behind foold
irvadistion. but will gain nweaning as consimers become acgnainted withe it throngh daily coner,
i comsistent nse aned placement of the Jogo on products.

{11y Do conswmers wndenstand the logo toomean that o food hoas been ivvadiated 7

At this carly stage, the logo by itself does linke 1o commuonicme “irradiated food™ 160 consamer,
st e accompanicd by the sticetent. But even as some consumers come o associde the Jopo
Aone with irradiaed foods, the wordingg st retmadn intact, long with the togo, 1o intonn those
Hirst coming into contact with such foods, e inuigrams, children, or foreign visitors,

(12} Do conswmers pereeive the radwra logo as informational, as o wevming, or as something vise?

Sec question two, A simidar sitnation applies, as the Jogo and writtea inlornunion are elosely linked.
The logo by iisell seens (o evoke a more (riendly or gamral feell T has visual enes indicating phus,
growih, and sunshine. By el the logo does not appear o be a wirning. Uiiaiached 1o any ver-

hiage, it could conceivably mean “grown in the sun™, “greenhionse viised”, or something similar
Color usage in the Jogo will be o big Bactor in consumers” perception ol the loga™ mcaning,.

(13) Shonld any vequisement for o vadiatien disclosure stafesment expive ot o specifeed date in the futinee?
Absolutely aor I the contenis have been ircadiaed, the statementand logo shonld he displayed.
The most appropriate eans of doing so for this 1ype of process wonld he o the from ponel of the
foand package, near the product mwme, This will allow constumers to casily see the stiemen /logo,
ared be informed of its nse, fromy the shelfl Inthe case of non-packaged Toods, thee statement/logo
should be displuyed on the shell edpe direatly helow the prodacer, nei the price. or onca posier
adjacent o the display,

(1-4) 1 s, on wehat cvitevie showld the expiration be bexer ?
NAA

(15) 1f the exprivition of babeting requivements for ivvadiated foods is 1o be based on vonsumer familiovity with
the vadire fogo and understending of its meaning, what evidenee of foonitiarvite and wdeestanding wanld be
sufficient to allave these requivements o expire?

None, There will alwins he segments of the popolition than Juve never come into contaet with this
process or Tabeling, such as the alorementioned inmigrants, childeeu, ete. Nao expiciion af the
tabeling requircinents should be allowed, as new constuners will not be made directly aware of the
mreadintion process existent i specitic foods which they purchase.

Tk you for vour time,

/4

Teler Galloway
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